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VIETNAMESE WRITING SYSTEM
I. Introduction

The standard Vietnamese writing system 1s that of
alphabetic writing. QnBc-ngﬁ or written Vietnamese was.
jnvented late in the sixteenth century by Western mission-
aries, It did not reach a definitive form until the publica-
tion of the monumental Anname se-Portuguese-Latin dictionary
(Dictionarium ennamiticum, 1usitanum et latinum) in 1651 in
Rome. It was the first important pr-inted work in which the
Vietnamese words were transcribed into Roman Chéracters.

Since about 1920 it has become the national or Vietnamese

language. It is also called Vi§t-ngu.

II. General Characteristics

A, Vietnamese uses Latin alphebet a, b, ¢, and sO on.

B. Monosyllabic feature: Every sylldble.expresses a
distinct idea and thus is a word in 1tself.

C. Direction: Vietnamese like English is ﬁritten from
left to right.

D. The following diacritical marks (pgrts of the letter)
are ﬁsed:

1. * (circumflex or hat)

e.g. 8, 0, 8



2. (breve or saucer) over "a" only
e.g. &
'3, ? (barb) on "o" and "u"

e.g. O, u

Note: These diacritical ﬁarks are parts of the letter

and they indicate 2 modification of the pronunciation of the

basic vowels,

E. & (or barred d) is the only consonant modified by @
diacritical mark., The unbarred d is also used in
Vietnamese. |

F. The single ietter q does not exist in Vietnamese,
thefefore, qu, & compound consonanp is used,.

G, p is final only; as initial 1t is always followed
by h, hence ph coming into use,

H, There are no f, j, W or z.

1. & and & do not occur finally.

_J. In Vietnamese writing, g equals gh, ng equals ngh, -
c equals k in pronunciation, when occurring
initially in the syllable.

Spelling notes: 1) gh, ngh and k are written

before i, y, & or e.

e.g. ghe 'éhair', nghe 'to
1isten'!, k¥ 'to sign’

(Exception: before i, gl is

written g)



2) g, ng and ¢ are written before
all other vowels.
e.g. ga& 'rallroad station',
ngﬁ tto sieep',

clua 1of; to belong to?

III. Vowels (12)
4 convenient way for remembering these vowels would

be the following:

a -1 g
e é
i
o 8 o)
u u
Ty

Notes on vowels:

1. Vietneamese vowels may be complete words in themselves,
e.g. A(ch8u) 'Asia' ]
[} 'umbrella!
vy thim!
2. Two kinds of vowels:
a. Simple vowels or those similar (in writing only)

to English vowels:

a e i vy o u
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3, Vowels with diacritical marks:
a2 & 8 8 3 u

A, -Combination bf vowels

1, Diphthongs:

al ao au ayi

au ay

eo

éu

ia | 1 iu

oa oe ol
81

(b du

ua ue

ué ui usé uy

da ui du

2. Triphthongs (formed by placing i, o, u, 4 ory

pefore certain diphthongs):

18u

oal oao oay oceo

uly udu udi | uya uys .uyu
Jdsi udu

yéu

B, Vowels and Combination of Vowels with Final Consonants



Vowels . Combination. . Examples

1. e - Al texclamation
' of joy!
ac céc 'all!
ach ~ sach 'book'
al . hail t'two'!
am tam teight!’ "
an . ban 'table’
ang séng 'morning'.
anh canh 'wing'
ao cao 'tall; high!
ap Phﬁp tFrance!
at ~ mat 'to be cool!
au sau 'six!
ay tay 'hand!
2. -1
&c . mfc 'to put on!
Em nim 'five!
in in 'to eat!
ing néng 'to be sumny'
ip . bép 'corn'
at mit 'face!
3. 2
fc gidc 'nap’
&m mém 'tray!
én vén talphabet!
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ec

em

en -

eng

eo

ia

ich

igc

ving 'yes'

t§p 'to drill'

mit 'honey'

nSu 'to cook!

2y !'that!

e nggl 'to be afraid!
4c-bc 'grunt of a pig!
tem 'stamp!

den 'black!

reng 'tinkle of a
bell!

theo 'to follow!'
dqp tbeautiful!
quét 'to sweep'
8-ché tshameful'
ech ifrOg'

chét 'to dile!
dém 'night!

18n 'to go up'’
1§nh torder!

xép 'to fdld'
ndu 'to ralse!

] 'motionless’
bia ‘beer!

fch 'useful!’

ti§c 'party’



i8m diém 'match?

ién ti&n 'fairy!
iéng mi&ng *‘mouth’
iép ~ ti8p 'to receive!
18t | yiBt 'to write!
igu £18u 'to spend!
im tlm 'to look for!
in chin 'nine!
inh _ 1{nh tsoldier!
ip kip 'on time'
1t {t 1few’
1u chju 'to be impossible'.
7. o : o 'to seduce!’
oa hoa 'flower!
oac hoac 'wide open!
oach kE-hogch 'strategy'
oal : khoai 'potato!
oam _ ngogm 'to snapi
oan ngoan 'to be good!
oang thinh thoing'
- 1from time to time!
oanh | oanh ‘oriole!
ocao ngoao 'meow of a cat!
oat sinh-hogt 'to live'
oay xoay 'to find the
way to do
some thing'



ozc

O&m

O&n

oEng

~oit

ocC

- oe

oen
oeo

oet

ol
om
on
ong

op

ot

hoge ‘tor!

odji-oim 'odd and
cruel!

xofn-xit tto be
- attached to!

ngodng 'to wind
itself!

nhd chofit 'very
small!

dgc 'to read’
khoe 'to boast®
khoen 'link!
ngoéo 'to die!

t8u hoét 'the train
whistle?!

ndi 'to say'
nhom fgroup’!
con 'small’
troﬁg 'in'
cqQp 'tiger!'

ngqt ‘'sweet!

6 'umbrella’

goc ‘foot of a tree!
td1 11!

om isick'

bSn !four!

6ng TMp, !

hdp 'can, box'

myt ‘one’



10.

di”
om

on

op
gt

ua

~
uéng

- uat

udy
uc
ué
uéech
uénh
ul
uit

udec
udm
udn

udng

ud

d-h8 'indifferent!'’

xe hdi 'automobile'
com 'cooked rice!
d6n 'favor!

18p 'class’

hdt 'to trim!

u 'mother!
mua 'to buy'
quén 'troop'’

bang-khuéng
Tmelancholic!

xuat fto go out!
khuly 'to relieve!
muc 'to haul!

3-ué 'filthy!

khu8ch 'to develop!

" huénh-hoang 'bombastic'

bul Tdust!

quit 'tangerine'
bung tgbdomen’
thuc 'to belong'
nhudm 'to dye'
1udn 'always!
uBng"tb drink!
chudt 'rat!

thud 'time!



ue que tstick!

um-tum !'thick!

um

un dun 'to heat!

up xup ‘'soup’'

ut , 1yt 'flood!

ﬁy tuy 'although’

uya khuya '1a£e at night?

uych hyych tsound of the
fall of =
heavy body!

uyén - chuyén ‘story’

uyét | tuyet ‘'snow'

uynh huynh ‘elder brother!

uyu bv khuiu 'elbow',

uyt . | huyt 'to whistle'

11. d - tns W 'it's like that!'

da chua *not yet’

ue , mjc 'ink'

ui gﬁi 'to send'!

in chun 'foot!

ung ?dﬁng tdon't!

oo duge 'to be able'

uoi midi 'ten’

udm 1ugm 'to gather!

udn mign 'to borrow'

udng ludng ‘'salary'!
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- Jdép
udt
ddu
dt

du

12, v

IV. Consonents (26 in all)
A. Single Consonants (15)
beddghklnmnp rstx

~ B, Compound Consonants (11)

udp tto flavor!
udt 'wet'

hudu 'roebuck’
nhiit 'first’

efu 'to save!

y 'him'
yém 'bra!
y&n 'peaceful!

yét 'to visit a
superior!

y&éu 'to love!

ch, gh, kh, ng, ngh, nh, ph, th, tr, gi, qu

C. Classification of Consonants

1., Initial only (19)

b, 4, 4, &, gh, gil, h,' -1;:.-]—&1_3

r, s, th, tr, v, X
2. Either initial or final (7)
¢, ch, m, n, ng, nh, t

3, Final only: p (e.g. Phap)

11

1, ngh, ph, qu,



a -1 Y
1 (y) e. §
o 8 ¢

u u

VOWEL PRONUNCIATION EXERCISE

Part I. /

1. a. -4 Y
2. 1 e é

3. o ] d
4. a u u

Part IT. Vowels followed by n

) 1. an in dn
2. in en én
3. on 6n dn

L. an un un
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Part III. Vowels with tones followed by n

1. an - an &n &n  &n in gn
5. %n - ®n & & in in° 3n
3, &n - &n 8n &n  @n Bn  4n

L. in - in In In 1in In in

5, on - on én on  on én Qn
&, en - en én en  &n &n ¢n
7. én - én ©€n &n €n &n én
8. dn - on- On dn 3n &n ¢n
9. un - un un Tn I  Gn yn
0. un - un @n @n  Un iIn  yn
11. én - 6n Bn 3n 8n  ®n én
CONSONANTS
c gh k nh
ch gl  kh qu
d h ng r
s tr
t v
th x

13



CONSONANT PRONUNCIATION EXERCISE

(Take a consonant above, then combine with the

vowels 8 1 u 1)

c ca ki xu ki
CH cha chi chu  chi

p  da a1 du di
K ge ghi . gu ghi
GI gla - gi giu gl

hua huy huu = huy
K | ka - ki ku ki
KE  kha ¥hi  xhu  khi
NG nga nghl ngu nghi
NH nha nhi nhu nhi |

QU qua qul quu qui‘

R ra ri ra ri
S sa si su si
T ta ti tu t1

TH tha thi thu thi
TR tra trl tru tri

va vi vi -

3




V. Tocne Marks (6) |
Name Symbol Description Graph |Frequency
1. | séc , Rapid rise
, |to high then § £/~ 2l 0/0
high rising (&) | staying high
2. | nga . Acute, T
interrupted - 5 0/0
high broken ~ |by & glottal r
(A )|stop —
3. | khdng dau No change T
(none) |of pitch - 25 0/0
mid-level x) -
L. |ning Grave, T
. interrupted 8 0/0
low broken by a glottal
(Q){stop 4=
5. hdi . Gradual rise T '
4 |from low to .| 90/0
low rising (a)thigh —p—
6., |huyén . Rapid fall |
to low then w | & 0/0
low falling (Q&)|staying low | A4—n
Illustration: Tones Meaning
1, 1a leaf
2. 13 plain (nude 1&: plain water)
3. la to shout
L. la to be strange
c. 13 to be exhausted
6. 13 to be

15



VIETNAMESE TONE MARKS

» o
DAU HUYEN

TONE PRONUNCIATION E.ERCISE

Part I.
1. ma ma - ma ma - ma ma - ma
>, mi ml - m m - m m - m

16

mé
mi
md

ma
mi
mé



Part II.

1. ban - ban ban - ban ban - ban bdn - ban b&n - ban bgn
2. ghé - ghé ghf - ghé gh® - ghé gh€ - ghé gh® - ghé gh§
3. cua - cua clia - cua cla - oua clda - cua clla - cua cya
Part III.
1. ma - ma mé ma md mé mg
2, m - m mt mi ml mi mi,
3, m6 - mb md md md md md
L., ban - ban bén ban  bin bén  bgn
.S. ghé - ghé gh€ ghd ghé' ggﬁ ghé
6. cuda - cua clla cila cla clla cya
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Notes on Tone Marks:

A,

The pronunciation of a word is affected by the tones;
so is the meaning, It 1s necessary to place the right
tone marks over the right vowels.

. |
e.g. cua

~ 1la

A1l tone marks, except (,) or low-broken tone, are to be

placed over the &, g, &, 3, ¢, and U if a word has one

_of those vowels:

e.g. dkt, mdt, que, 16n

If a word has two of those vowels the tone mark should
be placed over the second one:

e.g. xudng 'factory'; thudng 'ordinary'

Or beneath it if it is (,) Qr low-broken tone:

e.g. dugc 'to be possible'; rugu tglcohol!

If a word has a diphthong formed by combination of

a, e, i, ¥y, 0, v, such as ao, oa, au, al, la, us,

and so on, the tone mark should be placed over the
first vowel (if such a tone mark is being used).

e.2. céi,-mﬁa, 4o, nao ”

1f a word carries a diphthong formed with &, &, &, 9,
¢ and U, the tone mark should be placed over or beneath
the vowel with diacritical mark.

e.g. afla, lya, 18n, 1gn

A word never has two different tone marks,

Some words have no tone marks.
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VII. Num;r-J.ers: 0 (“gw"ﬂ’)
1 (wmz)

3 (Aa)
iy (An)

VIII. Punctuation:

O
~
j??
B N X & o
~ .
o

(,) chém

(,) _ph‘e"t (phiy)

(3) chBm phét

(¢) hai chim

(?) chBm hdi

(1) ch3m nhdu (ch8m than)

( (-==) ) d8u ngoje don

( "---" ) dBu ngojc kép

(— ) v& ( — ...— ) ggch déi
( ... ) bacham
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Lgo

£yq

Lsvq
N:1
Ke
£ng
NI

£x

103
ToA
10
183
Teu
18
TA
1 2%
ug

urg

-1

Bupno
Buppt
3upt
8unq
Bun
npuw
ap
;.aﬁs

8no

Bp

!

s ups dugs
Tau upur 3ugQp
ma pw SugQ
mu upq QY
BNO pq - uQu -
Bt upy uQo
Bsnp weo Qu
unp up ou
np . upo Q3
nq up QT
n P

(sTemoa 97s8Q 21

5

Yy3tM) I TTIHd NOILVIONANOYd

Juos
Juop

Buo

- woy

-uou
“uot
ou
oy
o3
o1

°

ugj

ugud

ugu

agnb

uet

ugq

<O |

weT

weu

wox

weq

wax

oxX

out

uep

wep

woe

°

ngt

ng

urgut

ugp

wgA

«}

ug

dugs

_Bugw

Sugp
Juga
dugq
ugq
ugA
wgu

wg

x|

tenb

usnb

snb

uso

uss

usp

usA

wsu

us

<
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(1180 03) T3
(ueo) obRP
.Apoxnasv vsu
(egtm) OA

(pousos) om.

(81d) udt
(eBusags) BT
(30d) &1
(peata) 38w
(e08F) pw&
(K33 ead) dép
L

(AuTU3) Fudu
(80 FaOWY) mz
(ATTW) ®RS
thosv pyo
(Apeears) wc
(yose) TQU
Aomocv Tou
(oste) sBpU
(38y) 1wt
(pTo) Bo

(118 03) wm:

mlz|- B

(and 03) ]P
(ves) g4
(pTno2) gud

, Ano>ooon 03) TQuWI

(1s®) TQU
(e073J0) QF
(uedo 03) QU
(TTe) §°
Awoovv 8po
"(g80m) am&g

(TTBUWS) QUU

o

(deey?)

109

(318 03) 193U

(Lpeoats)

Tou

(*sa) ¥Q

(eo07d) Q3

(eq o03) ®8L

(esnoy)
(3843 ‘STUR)
(ae3ue 03)

(4o TUM)

ogu

.

(30043 03) OgU?

B

(3Tnot1J3JTP) oWt

(uo3anq) 392
(eta3t1) pﬁsm
(e3nutw) pazn

(ued) 304

(ehe) 3z

(10380 03) 3§4

(uoat) 3§S
(dasys) 0ys

(e3Tnb) BUA

(JseT) ®LT

W

(sxiaBy Ouoj YatM) II TITHd NOILVIONNNOYHd

(uoym) TUA
(¥883U09) TUI
(o8 03) TP
(ou) TQU3

(1) 193
(aeata) 3Bugs
(axemo1J) gugq
Naocv gugun
(ags) Bug

| (3no) ®BJ
8%

BN
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